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URBANUS ARCHITECTURE & DEsIGN R T SE 8 [Beiiing/Shenzhen]
Xiaodu Liu + Wang Hui XIREE85 F 18
http://www.urbanus.com.cn

EIE Beiing]
Zhang Ke 3%
http://standardarchitecture.cn

1 O-office Architects itk T{EZE (Guangzhou]

He Jianxiang + Jiang Ying {1 5%
http://www.o-officearch.com

NODE nansHa oriGINAL DesieN 30 R Bl 1 T{EZE [Shenzhen]
Doreen Heng Liu X7

} http://nodeoffice.com/

amateur architecture studio M4 & T{EZE [Hangzhou]
Wang Shu + Lu Wenyu Eist 5k F

http://www.chinese-architects.com/amateur/

KCAP Architects & Planners [Rotterdam/Zurich/Shanghai]
Petar Zaklanovic
http://www.kcap.eu/

NL Architects [Amsterdam]
Pieter Bannenberg + Walter van Dijk
http:/www.nlarchitects.nl/

arons en gelauff architecten [Amsterdam
Floor Arons + Arnoud Gelauff
http://www.aronsengelauff.nl/

NEXT Architects [Amsterdam/Beijing]
John van de Water + Michel Schreinemachers
http://www.nextarchitects.com/

BARCODE [Rotterdam]
Dirk Peters
http://www.barcodearchitects.com
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NAi CHINA PROGRAM
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Organized by the Netherlands Architecture
Institute (NAi), this three day workshop
brings together Dutch and Chinese
architects in order to explore common
grounds and differences between Chinese
and Dutch design on social/low-cost/low-
rent/affordable housing in China.

HTHtSHE=25NE (NA) A4, (EHEE
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BR5ER.

The new international agenda of the
Netherlands Architecture Institute [NAi]
takes the concept of “matchmaking” as the
key concept. This matchmaking project has
the ambition to instigate collaborations
between Dutch and Chinese architects. It is
the ambition of the NAi to see where Dutch
architectural knowledge can be off value all
around the world.
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WORKSHOP DAY 1
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CN-NL HOUSING SYMPOSIUM
FE-f= EFEAZTETITS

Welcome Speeches

ERIC VERWAAL, Consul General of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Shanghai

WANG BO T, Design Director
Beijing Vanke Co., Ltd.

WANG SHU Ei&f, Dean
School of Architecture CAA Hangzhou

OLE BOUMAN, Director
Netherlands Architecture Institute

NAi MatchMaking Introduction
JORN KONIJN, NAi
BERT DE MUYNCK, MovingCities

SESSION 1 | CHINESE HOUSING
URBANUS Architecture & Design

& amateur architecture studio
[Respondents: KCAP, Arons en Gelauff, BARCODE]

SESSION 2 | DUTCH HOUSING
NEXT Architects

& NL Architects

[Respondents: NODE, O-office, standardarchitecture]
SESSION 3 | NAl PROGRAM

OLE BOUMAN
[Respondents: Chinese & Dutch architects]

NETWORK EVENT



Since 2008, the topic of affordable [low-
cost, low-income] housing has been
prominent on China’s construction agenda.
The importance of finding new solutions for
China’s housing sector is directly related to
the discussion about, and the unease with,
the rise in housing prizes in all of China’s
cities.

The need and demand for affordable housing
in China is a real one. It is a demand where
one can put, in 2011, a number on: 10
million units are needed and will, probably,
be constructed all over China this year.

B2008EFE#MINELRMNTRFERBRIZX
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WORKSHOP DAY 2
EREEAFITEE_X

A crucial part of the NAi CHINA HOUSING
WORKSHOP was to explore both ideal
and realistic scenario’s for the future
development of the Xianghe-project, as
well as to find cultural and architectonical
common ground between Dutch and
Chinese architects on the issue of social
and affordable housing.

Ole Bouman, director of the NAi, put forward
following key points for the workshop:
explore working methods, determine the
approach, discuss spatial organization,
talk about living conditions and social
circumstances, develop a script and future
opportunities. This document is a sum-up
of ideas, thoughts and visions launched by
Dutch and Chinese architects during the
three-day workshop.

The question Mr. Mao Daging (VANKE
Executive Vice President, President of
Beijing VANKE), placed forward was how
architectural practices can add value to
the development of affordable housing in
China.

Overall, the uncertainty of future
development of the Xianghe masterplan
was understood as an opportunity to replan
and rethink the area.
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After the presentation by VANKE Beijing,
the question determining the direction
of the group discussion was if we really
want this workshop to be an experiment
with focus on social housing - and that
on a strategically interesting location.
Acknowledging the existing programmatic
and contextual gap between affordable and
commercial housing, can one positively
approach this issue of social housing as a
“temporal problem” demanding short-term
solutions but no long-term vision?

This leads to another question: what to do
15 years from now and can this workshop
be an exercise in developing housing
prototypes that can be applied in other
contexts, or at various scales?

Next to this, community structure is
considered of utmost importance: how to
make a community coherent and diverse?
In the case of Xianghe this might mean
to think how the existing community -
currently living and working on the site of
intervention - can further develop and/or
be rebuild in a new masterplan?
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During the two intense workshop days the
Dutch and Chinese architects were divided
in four mixed groups. A series of alternating
group and collective brainstorms were key
for the development of ideas, scenarios and
critiques.
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GROUP 1

Zhang Ke [standardarchitecture]
Walter van Dijk [NL Architects]
Jiang Ying [0-Office]

Petar Zaklanovic [KCAP]

GROUP 2

Haoru Chen [Citiarc International]
Doreen Heng Liu [NODE]

John van de Water [NEXT Architects]
Floor Arons [arons en gelauff]

Hao Ruan [amateur architecture studio]

GROUP 3

Liu Xiaodu [URBANUS]

Pieter Bannenberg [NL Architects]

Dirk Peters [BARCODE]

Dong Jingyu [O-Office]

Erhard An-He Kinzelbach [KNOWSPACE]

GROUP 4

Arnoud Gelauff [arons en gelauff]

Michel Schreinemachers [NEXT Architects]
Cui Yong [KCAP]

He Jianxiang [O-Office]

Christine Arnold [NODE]
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GROUP 1

Investigated the idea of a “social wall” as
the identity for the Xianghe-project. Social
housing was used “to save the commercial
housing”, in the form of ‘back-to-back’
social and commercial housing typologies.

GROUP 2

Followed a bottom-up strategy, focusing on
the existing three villages in the Xianghe-
plot. This led to the idea of bringing in
social housing by departing from rebuilding
the morphology of traditional Vvillages.

GROUP 3

Explored the notion of flexible planning,
so social housing and residential blocks
and parks can be organized and designed
with the possibility to grow and shrink.

GROUP 4

Social housing as part of city-making “on
the move”. Further concerns were expressed
over the cost, quality and minimal standard
for social and affordable housing. What
is the ‘minimal’ possible in this context?
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After a morning of group discussion, a
collective debate followed, firstly with the
objective to write a mission statement. In
itself, the notion of a possible manifesto
was questioned, but no actual replacement
for this word was found.

— ".'-‘_J"' - . -
capas These questions were further explored in

A 1. wocrr wra DR the afternoon through a hands-on approach
' and a series of quick sketches on top of
the existing Xianghe-masterplan. A social
housing hub, connecting commerce and
housing with transport, could be seen as
the heart of the new masterplan. Besides,
the area and project could become a hotspot
by combining leisure and urban farming
- an ecological and community-centered
approach.
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Guidelines for a communal Dutch-Chinese
position on the project at hand, and
specifically on the social issues, could be
based on following principles:

e No city without different social groups
- all social groups must participate in
the creation and evaluation of spatial
concepts.

e Social housing as a desirable choice,
and as a playground for exploration of
sustainable developments - so to promote
an active lifestyle and seek advanced ways
of manufacturing housing units.

e What does social housing means in this
context? Is it affordable housing in the
context of Xianghe or a means to deal
with affordable housing in ‘bedroom
communities’ in general? Or are we dealing
with tabula rasa social housing?

e Low-cost and social housing are not a
threat to the quality of the Chinese housing
program but an opportunity to enhance the
quality of society.

e How to set up the architectural framework
for the intervention and management of
social housing in Xianghe?
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Netherlands Architecture Institute
[NAi]is the national Dutch Institute
for Architecture. A part form being
a national museum, the NAi hosts
one of the largest architecture
archives in the world. The NAi also
has an international program that
up till this year, merely tried to
promote Dutch architecture in the
world. However the NAi is trying

i
DULCh st

» design » fashion P> architecture

movingcities.,

to develop a bigger international
role worldwide in facilitating
knowledge and expertise on
architecturalproblems.TheNAihas
been developing an internationally
respected position over recent
years and has the ambition to
further develop this position. The
institute will also try to achieve
this with specific projects in China.

=AM INAIIZRT=EILMNEHR
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NAi CHINA WORKSHOP HANGZHOU_APRIL 2011
organized by NETHERLANDS ARCHITECTURE INSTITUTE

program & production by MOVINGCITIES
with support from VANKE [BEIJING VANKE CO. LTD]

hosted by CHINA ACADEMY OF ART - SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE - HANGZHOU

THIS WORKSHOP IS PART OF NAI'S MATCHMAKING PROGRAM
AND IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE DUTCH DESIGN FASHION AND ARCHITECTURE [DDFA]

document edited & compiled by MovingCities (design & layout: Ménica Carrico)

All images by MovingCities (group photo: Jorn Konijn / NAi)
Shanghai . May 2011
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